
RECORDS 

In 2008, I made the switch from a paper record keeping system to a 
computerized database. 

I have an IBM laptop computer that I take with me on all my business trips.  It is 
run by Windows XP and the database I am using is Microsoft Access. 

I hired a computer database consultant to help construct and implement this 
database record keeping system which is streamlined for my specialized 
practice.  A number of modifications were made in 2008 and 2009, but the final 
version is now in place. 

Each new client must fill out a Client Information Form.  This form includes 
client and bird information which is imputed into the database on their first 
visit. 

Individual pet bird information includes bird type, name, band number, 
microchip number, implantation date, sex, tattoo, and age. 

Every visit of each pet is recorded.  It includes the visit date, reason for visit, 
whether isoflurane was given for the exam, weight, weight description, 
procedures performed, and any clinical findings.  A diagnosis, any treatments, 
laboratory findings, and recommendations are recorded when appropriate. 

Breeder birds, which are presented for surgical sexing only, have the following 
information recorded:  bird type, sex, age, band number, and any comments.  A 
permanent archive of all birds sexed is kept for each client. 

If a client wants a copy of their pet’s record, it can be printed at the clinic with 
an HP mobile printer which I bring with me.  If the client wants a copy of the 
records at a later date, it can be e‐mailed to them. 

Each new client also receives a handout entitled Postoperative Home 
Instructions (Protocol #10).  Business cards are always available. 

This web site will also have information about my practice, articles pertaining to 
aviculture, health issues, and pet care, and client handout materials.  This will 
be a work in progress over the next few years. 



 

Picture:       Updating a record on my laptop computer.  

An example of a pet bird's record is included below.  Also shown is a copy of a 
surgical sexing record sheet. 








