PATAGONIA 2013

In the Winter of 2014, our hiking groupvent to the southern tip of
Chile tohike Torres del Paine National ParkThis spectacular region
consists oimajesticmountains,hugeglaciers, lakes, andtreams.

Andean Condor
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Patagonia refers to thesparsely populategdsouthern region of South
Americashared by Argentina and Childt includes the southern
Andeanmountains, which is whereTorres del Paine is locatedThe
centerpiece of the park is th Cordillera del Paine, which in English
means the 'Blue Mountain Range.

TheTorres (or
towers) del Paine
refers tothe three
distinct granite
peaks that occur
within the Paine
Massif. They extend
8200 feet above sea
level.
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The wild camelids that occur here are called guanacos. Native people
hundreds of years ago domesticated them and through selective
breeding developed the llama as a pack animal and the alpaca as a
source of wool.




On ourfirst day in the park we hikedhrough the Ascenciaiver
valley, then up a steep tratlo the Mirador Torresto get aclose up
view of theimposingtowers. Mirador means view with wonder.



