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In the Winter of 2014, our hiking group went to the southern tip of 
Chile to hike Torres del Paine National Park.  This spectacular region 
consists of majestic mountains, huge glaciers, lakes, and streams.   

 

 
 
Andean Condor 
 
Thanks to MARY 
COLLIFLOWER,  a 
client, and avid 
photographer  
for all these out- 
standing animal 
pictures.  She vis-
ited here recently 



Patagonia refers to the sparsely populated, southern region of South 
America shared by Argentina and Chile.  It includes the southern 
Andean mountains, which is where Torres del Paine is located.   The 
centerpiece of the park is the Cordillera del Paine, which in English 
means the 'Blue Mountain Range.' 

 
The Torres (or 
towers) del Paine 
refers to the three 
distinct granite 
peaks that occur 
within the Paine 
Massif.  They extend 
8200 feet above sea 
level. 
 
 

 



The wild camelids that occur here are called guanacos.  Native people 
hundreds of years ago domesticated them and through selective 
breeding, developed the llama as a pack animal and the alpaca as a 
source of wool.    

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
On our first day in the park we hiked through the Ascencio river 
valley,  then up a steep trail to the Mirador Torres, to get a close up 
view of the imposing towers.   Mirador means view with wonder. 


